Appendix 5 – Extracts from the Rules of the Game concerning “Blue card”
Current version
New version
16:7 After calling a time-out, the referees shall clearly indicate
the disqualification to the guilty player or team official, and
to the timekeeper/ scorekeeper, by holding up a red card
(hand signal no. 13).

16:7 After calling a time-out, the referees shall clearly indicate
the disqualification to the guilty player or team official,
and to the timekeeper/scorekeeper, by holding up a red
card (hand signal no. 13, see also Rule 16:8).

16:8 A disqualification of a player or team official is always for
the entire remainder of the playing time. The player or
official must leave the court and the substitution area
immediately. After leaving, the player or official is not
allowed to have any form of contact with the team.
The disqualification of a player or a team official, on or off
the court, during the playing time, always carries with it a
2-minute suspension for the team. This means that the
team’s strength on the court is reduced by one (16:3f).
The reduction on the court will, however, last for 4 minutes
if a player has been disqualified in the circumstances
indicated in Rule 16:9b-d.
A disqualification reduces the number of players, or
officials, which is available to the team (except as in
16:11b). The team is, however, allowed to increase the
number of players on the court again following the
expiration of the suspension.
As noted in rules 8:6 and 8:10, disqualifications in
accordance with these rules are to be reported in writing
to the responsible authorities for further action. In such
cases, the ‘responsible team officials’, and the delegate
(see Clarification No. 7), shall be informed immediately
after the decision.

16:8 A disqualification of a player or team official is always for
the entire remainder of the playing time. The player or
official must leave the court and the substitution area
immediately. After leaving, the player or official is not
allowed to have any form of contact with the team.
The disqualification of a player or a team official, on or off
the court, during the playing time, always carries with it a
2-minute suspension for the team. This means that the
team’s strength on the court is reduced by one (16:3f).
The reduction on the court will, however, last for 4 minutes
if a player has been disqualified in the circumstances
indicated in Rule 16:9b-d.
A disqualification reduces the number of players, or
officials, which is available to the team (except as in
16:11b). The team is, however, allowed to increase the
number of players on the court again following the
expiration of the suspension.
As noted in Rules 8:6 and 8:10a-b, disqualifications in
accordance with these rules are to be reported in writing
to the responsible authorities for further action. In such
cases, the ‘responsible team officials’, and the delegate
(see Clarification No. 7), shall be informed immediately
after the decision.
For this purpose, the referee also shows the blue card as
information after holding up the red card.

